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Pseudoscorpions (Arachnida: Pseudoscorpiones) can be common in many environments, but they are rarely 
noticed due to their small size (2–13 mm). These particular arachnids bear a pair of chelate pedipalps, a pair 
of two-segmented chelicerae and, in most species, an ovate abdomen. In fact, they resemble small scorpions, 
but they lack the elongate tail (metasoma) and sting (Fig. 1). 

They are active in the warm months of the year and overwinter in silken cocoons when the weather becomes 
cold. Most smaller species live in debris, litter and humus however some species are aboreal (such as Chernes 
hahnii). Many pseudoscorpions have been found in association with other animals (FRANCKE & VILLEGAS-
GUZMÁN 2006). For instance, some species are consuming parasites of other organisms in an example of 
cleaning symbiosis (BEIER 1948). Some are obligate commensals spending their entire life cycle in the nests 
or fur of mammals (e.g. many species of Lasiochernes) (CHRISTOPHORYOVÁ et al. 2016).  

Pseudoscorpions are small predatory arachnids whose diet reflects their ecological adaptations. In general, 
they prey on a variety of small arthropods, and many species show a degree of prey selectivity depending on 
habitat and availability. Most pseudoscorpions are active hunters rather than passive ambush predators. 
They search their surroundings for prey, using sensory hairs on the pincers to detect and assess potential 
targets. Prey is seized rapidly, immobilized at a distance with the pincers, and then carried to a sheltered 
location for consumption (WEYGOLDT 1969). 

In Belgium 24 species have been recorded (WPC 2026). 
Nevertheless, we have very little detailed information on habitat 
preferences and distribution of these species in Belgium. The 
Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences maintains a database 
of voucher specimens present in its collections. However, many 
additional specimens are likely to exist among the unprocessed 
material from sampling campaigns, research projects and 
entomofauna trapping efforts that has not yet been centralized 
or taxonomically identified. The purpose of this announcement 
is to encourage the centralization of these specimens and 
records for Belgium. We therefore invite anyone in possession 
of Belgian samples containing pseudoscorpions to contribute 
material or data to the PSEUSCORBEL project. Contributions 
can be made by contacting Wouter Dekoninck at 
wdekoninck@naturalsciences.be. The final aim of PSEUSCORBEL 
is to produce updated distribution maps and a revised checklist 
of this interesting group for Belgium. 

References: BEIER, M. (1948). Phoresie und phagophilie bei Pseudoscorpionen. Österreichische Zoologische Zeitschrift 1: 441-497. ││ 
CHRISTOPHORYOVÁ, J., et al. (2016). A multivariate study of differentiating characters between three European species of the genus 
Lasiochernes Beier, 1932 (Pseudoscorpiones, Chernetidae). ZooKeys 629(2): 51-81. ││ FRANCKE, O. F., & VILLEGAS-GUZMÁN, G. A. (2006). 
Symbiotic Relationships Between Pseudoscorpions (Arachnida) and Packrats (Rodentia). Journal of Arachnology 34(2): 289-298. ││ 
WEYGOLDT, P. (1969) The Biology of Pseudoscorpions. Harvard University Press, 145 pp. ││ WPC (2026) World Pseudoscorpiones 
Catalog: Belgium Species List (Order: Pseudoscorpiones). https://wac.psbrands-
services.de/order/pseudoscorpiones/distribution/detail/BEL (2026-05-26). 

Figure 1: Chernes vicinius (Beier, 1932)  
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